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FORT" COLLINb,":Colo,‘ “Nov
30—A CIA lawyer told 'a police de«
Jtective Jast July. thatwthe - - agency
"vxould deny-Knowledgé ofoc.involve--
ment with Eugene. A.. Tafoya,,a.for-
_mer Green Beret “accused ~of. at-
t.e'nptmg to murdet. a.‘Lnbyarl’dlssu
;lent.. even it Tafoya.wasson, 3. CIA
mission whem he shot the Libyan. “
= According to a report filed:by Fort-
Collins- -Det.: Ray Maﬂnnez, Jerry”
lohnsom, a lawyer m-the ClA’s Of--

“fice of the General Counsel was con-
“tacted ‘on July 16,-1981, and asked
what association, if- any, the CIA had
with Tafoya. :

I discussed with Jerry Johnsonv
‘the possibility that if the CIA did
“hire Tafoya, what would their posi-
tion be in court,” Martinez said.
“Jerry. Johnson --stated~ “*We: would::
“have to deny any'invo}vement.’ HA
" Martinez’ ‘ report>'came to light’
after George Marling,:records cus-
todian of the CIA’s operations gronp;”
‘testified as a’ prosecution rebuttal
witness today that the.agency had
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“no record that: Tafoya had ever
worked for the CIA ;

- Asked- by Deputy Dlstnct Attor-
ney *Larry :Abrahamson ‘if:» Tafoya
iwas working:for the: CIA when he!
went to the-apartment of: Libyan
dissident Faisal Zagallai on-QOct. 14,
1980—to ‘deliver a CIA warning to.
*Zagallai to stop- his political activi-
tles, Tafoya clalms—-Marhng rephed

" “There is'no record of any.use or
employment of Mr. ’I’afoya in thls OF]
‘any ‘other activity.™* = T

Under . :=x persnstent - cross-

STAT

‘search because it showed no indica-
‘tion. that the CIA had employed !
“Tafoya. Asked if the policy of deny-
‘ing knowledge of sensitive matters
" apphed to statements under oath 1m

‘exammatxon, Marling admitted that
‘absence- of records did not necessar-
‘ily .mean. Tafoya could not have.
' worked for the CIA at some time.

' “Does -the-CIA have a pohcy of
"demal of “involvernent “with opera-
‘tions-or employes who get caught in
«embarrassing “or - classified .‘situa-
tions?” defense attorney: Scott Rob-
dnson ; sasked. “After repeated objec-
“tions hy  prosecutors, Marlmg was
-permitied to-answer. 7

- “Yes,™ he-'said, “there xs’such a
policy: with. regard to classmed ma-

I N

terial.

-Libya. Asked ifWilson is stxll oper-

 attorneys cited thereport of the call

. PrEssed \/Iarlmg sald he was au-

thorized: to report on the records

court, \l‘larlmg‘ said, “Classified’ m-u

* formation is ot to be’ dwulged inai

pubhc setting, that's correct.” }
Marling. also said the CIA “had no
tecord of any asséciation” since Sep-

“tember, 1976, with Edwin P. Wilson,:
“a former CIA~agent. identified byi
" prosecutors as~bemv ‘suspected of
“ hiring Tafoyd in an alleved plot to

assassinate polmcal opponent.s oE the
- Libyan governmént. - - .-

In Septembé¥” 19”6 Wilson osten-
sibly resigned* from the CIA ‘and
began working’~under contract~

ating under. “deéep cover” as'a“CIA

~agent, Marlmg sait: he is “not qual-

ified to discuss specific operations.”
After ‘Marling ‘testified, defénse

‘to Johnson and:asked that he’ be!
_ordered. to testif:: Johnson, who-ac4
“companied Matling _to the™ cotrt-
“house, agreed t6 testify Tuesday:’
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